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$4 million pledge 
Anheuser-Busch funds to support 
scholarships, executive education 
BY BARBARA REA 
The Anheuser-Busch Founda- 
tion has pledged $4 million 
to Washington University, 
according to Chancellor Mark S. 
Wrighton, who said half the gift 
will establish the Anheuser-Busch 
Scholars Program for Under- 
graduate Minority Students and 
half will support the new execu- 
tive education center for the John 
M. Olin School of Business. 
"Both the executive education 
center and the minority scholar- 
ship fund are essential to the 
future success of Washington 
University and to strengthening 
its service to this region and to the 
nation," Wrighton said. "We are 
grateful for the extraordinary 
support that Anheuser-Busch has 
given and continues to give to our 
institution. Our historic partner- 
ship has helped build this 
University as a world-class center 
of education and research." 
In announcing the pledge, 
August A. Busch III, chairman of 
the board and president of 
Anheuser-Busch Cos. Inc., 
emphasized the importance of 
making a commitment to 
education and investing in people. 
"People are at the heart of our 
business," Busch said. "We believe 
that diversity within the work 
force will be a 'must' for every 
organization that intends to grow 
internationally or prosper 
domestically. In addition, we 
know that career-long education 
will be essential to our employees 
if they are to function produc- 
tively in an environment of rapid 
and sometimes radical change in 
the 21st century." 
The $2 million pledge for the 
business school will support the 
Charles F. Knight Executive 
Education Center, now under 
construction. Executive educa- 
tion programs continue to grow 
in importance, as an increasing 
number of middle-and upper- 
level managers acknowledge the 
need for lifelong learning. "This 
gift from the Anheuser-Busch 
Foundation represents a signifi- 
cant contribution to our new 
facility," said Dean Stuart I. 
Greenbaum, Ph.D. "As a result of 
this new building, we will be able 
to attract additional first-rate 
faculty who will teach in state-of- 
the-art classrooms and provide 
high-quality education for 
executives in this region, thereby 
contributing to the vitality of the 
entire business community." 
James E. McLeod, vice 
See Pledge, page 2 
Barbara A. Schaal, Ph.D., professor of biology in Arts and Sciences, and graduate student Kenneth 
Olsen examine a wild Mexican cassava plant in the University's Plant Growth Facility. Their research 
solves an old puzzle and reveals a wealth of genetic diversity in wild and domesticated cassava strains. 
Research reveals staple crop's roots 
Discovery holds promise of help for Third World 
Jeff Pike is new art dean 
BY LIAM OTTEN 
Jeff Pike, associate dean of the 
School of Art and associate 
professor of illustration in the 
Visual Communications Program, 
was named the school's dean 
July 1, according to Chancellor 
Mark S. Wrighton. Pike succeeds 
Joe Deal, who left June 30 to 
become provost of the Rhode 
Island School of Design, Provi- 
dence. In addition to overseeing 
the art school, Pike's responsibili- 
ties will include helping develop 
the University's Visual Arts and 
Design Center (VADC). 
"I am delighted that Jeff has 
accepted this appointment as dean 
of the School of Art," Wrighton 
said. "His 16 years of experience as 
a faculty member and associate 
dean — including 10 years of close 
collaboration 







ity. I look 
forward to 
Pike: Award-winning    working with 
advertising illustrator    jeff an(j t0 
the continued strengthening of 
our School of Art." 
Said Pike: "The School of Art 
has a history of distinction and 
strong leadership, and I am 
honored to be dean. I look 
forward to working with the 
school's faculty, staff and alumni 
and the University community to 
provide our students with the 
See Dean, page 2 
BY TONY FITZPATRICK 
As the 20th century draws to a 
close, still little is known 
about the origins of a staple 
subsistence crop that feeds an 
estimated 600 million Third World 
people. 
The plant is cassava (Manihot 
esculenta), a bushy plant produc- 
ing tubers — the starchy under- 
ground stem of the plant — that 
have fed the indigenous people of 
the Americas for millennia and 
much of Africa since the 17th 
century. 
But now biologists at Washing- 
ton University have written the 
ultimate roots story for this plant 
in a paper published in the 
Proceedings of the National 
Academy of Sciences. The research 
lays the groundwork for breeding 
improved varieties that can better 
feed the developing world, said 
Barbara A. Schaal, Ph.D., professor 
of biology in Arts and Sciences. 
Schaal and graduate student 
Kenneth M. Olsen have pin- 
pointed cassava's origins at the 
southern border of the Amazon 
River basin in Brazil. The 
Explorers Club, National Science 
Foundation, the Rockefeller 
Foundation and the Guggenheim 
Foundation supported the 
research. 
Using sophisticated DNA 
sequencing techniques that traced 
variation in a single gene found in 
cultivated and wild cassava, Schaal 
and Olsen have identified a 
cassava subspecies, still present in 
the diminishing wilds of the 
Amazon basin, as the plant's 
progenitor. 
The find provides important 
insights into cassava's evolution- 
ary origin. Their work also reveals 
See Schaal, page 6 
New lab building to be built 
BY CHRISTINE FARMER 
Construction will begin within a 
month on the 129,500-square- 
foot Arts and Sciences Laboratory 
Science Building that will focus on 
undergraduate teaching in the 
chemical sciences. 
The four-level building will be 
located between the Ann W Olin 
Women's Building and McMillan 
Hall and will be constructed of 
reinforced concrete with a granite 
and limestone exterior. 
The firm of Skidmore, Owings 
and Merrill Architects is finalizing 
plans for the building. BSI 
Constructors, the construction 
manager, is expected to complete 
the project in 27 months. 
The Department of Chemistry 
provides nearly 10,000 credit 
hours of instruction yearly, 
primarily to undergraduate 
students in Arts and Sciences and 
See Building, page 6 
New professorships Maloney, Saffitz named to medical school chairs 
Two new professorships have 
been created at the School of 
Medicine, in the departments of 
orthopaedic surgery and 
pathology. Charles F. and Joanne 
Knight have established the 
Knight Distinguished Professor- 
ship in the Department of 
Orthopaedic Surgery, which will 
be filled by William Joseph F. 
Maloney III, M.D Former 
faculty and others affiliated with 
the Department of Pathology 
helped create the Paul E. Lacy 
Maloney Researches      Saffitz Studies heart 
new cartilage formation    'gateway' molecules 
and Ellen Lacy Professorship, to 
which Jeffrey E. Saffitz, M.D., 
Ph.D., has been named. 
Chancellor Mark S. Wrighton 
and William A. Peck, M.D., 
executive vice chancellor for 
medical affairs and dean of the 
School of Medicine, announced the 
new chairs. 
"We are grateful to the Knights 
for their generous commitment," 
Wrighton said. "At our John M. 
Olin School of Business, the Charles 
F. Knight Executive Education  . 
Center is under construction even 
now, and with this gift the Knights 
also are helping ensure success at 
our School of Medicine. Chuck 
and Joanne are great citizens of 
St. Louis, who have contributed 
immensely to the community. We 
are honored that their names will 
be associated with Washington 
University in perpetuity through 
this endowed professorship for 
one of our most outstanding 
faculty members." 
Said Peck: "This distinguished 
professorship will forever 
recognize and honor two 
individuals who have meant a 
great deal to Washington Univer- 
sity. Chuck and Joanne Knight 
have worked hard to make the 
University and the Medical Center 
what they are today. This would be 
a very different place — indeed 
the health-care system in St. Louis 
would be very different — 
without their generosity and 
vision." 
Joanne Knight is a community 
leader who has been involved with 
many charitable causes. She has 
See Chairs, page 3 
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Head Start Prefreshmen get taste of lab research in Summer Scholars program 
BY REBECCA RIEHL 
This is their last summer 
before college, but some 
members of the class of 2003 
are already on campus, getting a 
taste of research in Washington 
University science labs. This 
opportunity comes through the 
Prefreshman Summer Scholars in 
Biology and Biomedical Sciences 
program, coordinated by Elaine 
Alexander in the Department of 
Biology's Outreach Office in Arts 
and Sciences. 
The program offers incoming 
freshmen interested in a science 
career the chance to live on 
campus for seven weeks and to 
carry out full-time laboratory 
research. Research experience is 
key to many students' plans for 
the future, including graduate and 
medical school. This program 
gives the participants a head start 
on that experience, as well as the 
opportunity to meet people and 
to get to know the campus before 
classes begin. 
Biology Professor Sarah C.R. 
Elgin, Ph.D., initiated the 
prefreshman program in 1994. 
The goal was to foster leadership 
among the incoming class and, by 
early exposure to research, to 
encourage students who would 
then promote undergraduate 
research work. The Howard 
Hughes Medical Institute has 
provided funding for the program 
since it began. This year it also is 
partially funded by the College of 
Arts and Sciences. 
One of the main advantages of 
this program, students say, is the 
opportunity to meet people in 
both a social and professional 
context. "I will be making connec- 
tions that will help me in the 
future," said Sherif Latif. Latif hails 
from Tucson, Ariz., and is cur- 
rently researching genetic diseases 
with Pui-Yan Kwok, M.D., assistant 
professor of genetics and medicine. 
Laurel Griggs agrees. "The 
opportunity to work with big- 
name scientists served as a real 
plus," she said of her decision to 
enroll in the program. A Titusville, 
Fla., native, Griggs works with 
Laurel Griggs, a prefreshman from Florida, is geo-referencing radar 
and satellite maps for finer resolution to study changes in vegeta- 
tion in the Missouri River floodplain since the 1993 flood. 
Raymond E. Arvidson, Ph.D., the 
James S. McDonnell University 
Professor and chair of the Depart- 
ment of Earth and Planetary 
Sciences in Arts and Sciences, 
examining how vegetation has 
changed on the Missouri River 
floodplain since the flood of 1993. 
The experience that the 
students gain will benefit them 
both as undergraduates and 
afterward. "I'll have a better 
understanding of my major," said 
Jeffery Giering, from Tulatin, Ore., 
"because I'll know how it is 
applied." Giering is working with 
Craig S. Pikaard, Ph.D., associate 
professor of biology, and plans to 
major in biochemistry and 
molecular biology. His project 
concerns isolating and using 
genetic material inside cells. 
Many prefreshmen continue 
their work in the same lab 
throughout college. More and 
more, graduate and medical 
schools are looking for applicants 
with research experience and for 
letters of recommendation from 
professors who are personally 
familiar with a student's abilities 
outside the lecture hall. 
An invitation to apply for the 
summer science program is sent to 
all pre-science students accepted at 
the University. Participants are 
selected on the basis of transcripts, 
letters of recommendation from 
high school science teachers and an 
essay describing their, past scientific 
experience. Biology Professor 
Daniel H. Kohl, Ph.D., then matches 
up mentors and students based on 
research interests. 
The number of applications has 
increased steadily since the program 
began. This year, there were more 
than 300 applications for 18 spots. 
The program's growth reflects both 
the University's reputation as a top 
medical research institution and the 
increasing sophistication of today's 
students about planning their 
futures. "These kids know exactly 
what they need to do," Alexander 
observed. "They are really goal- 
oriented." 
In fact, two-thirds of the 
students this year have some prior 
research exposure. Half are certain 
that they want to pursue medicine 
or research as a career; the others 
are undecided. Ten of the 18 are 
women; several are from minority 
ethnic groups. 
Despite previous research 
experience, many of the students 
find they have misconceptions 
about the daily life of scientists. 
Several expressed surprise at how 
collaborative scientific research 
actually is; "I thought scientists 
worked alone in their own little 
cubicles," said Chris Staples, a 1998 
prefreshman from Martinsville, Va. 
The students live in a dormitory 
on campus. Their resident 
advisers, seniors Molly Peck and 
Jerome Strickland, are both 1996 
prefreshmen. After graduating 
next June, Peck plans to attend 
medical school, and Strickland 
wants to teach high school science. 
During the first week, along 
with an orientation to campus, the 
students receive training in basic 
biomedical techniques from 
Shawn A. Cummings, laboratory 
course coordinator in the biology 
department. Then they head out 
to their respective labs. The 
program ends with a daylong 
symposium in which the students 
present their projects to other 
participants and the University 
community. 
In addition to their lab work, 
the students also attend biweekly 
seminars on different areas of 
research. All but a few who exempt 
out take a chemistry prep course, 
taught by incoming senior Doug 
Ramsey. This course is designed to 
give the students a head start on 
General Chemistry I and II, a 
notorious stumbling block for 
many science majors. The 
program also includes social 
activities for the participants, such 
as a trip to a Cardinals game via 
Metrolink, a play at the Muny and 
Fair St. Louis. 
Dean 
Noted illustrator 
to head art school 
— from page 1 
highest quality studio and 
academic opportunities possible." 
Wrighton also announced his 
intention to appoint an advisory 
committee to recommend candi- 
dates for dean when Pike completes 
his term of appointment. 
Pike's professional work has 
appeared in numerous print and 
broadcast venues. As an illustrator, 
he has worked for major advertis- 
ing agencies and clients. From 
1993 to 1996, he worked as a 
consultant for Southwestern Bell 
News Briefs 
Yellow Pages. He currently is 
involved in a collaborative book 
project, scheduled for completion 
in 2001. 
Pike's work has been recognized 
in Print, Art Direction, Creativity 
and Adweek magazines. He has 
won Addy and Flair awards for his 
creative work in advertising, and 
his illustrations have received 
awards from both the Chicago 
Society of Illustrators and the 
University and College Designers 
Association. 
As an artist and educator, Pike 
has lectured at numerous arts 
institutions and recently served on a 
panel at the national conference of 
the National Association of Schools 
of Art and Design. He also has been 
an artist in residence at the Cite 
International des Arts in Paris. 
Pike earned a bachelor of fine 
arts degree from the Kansas City 
Art Institute in 1976 and a master 
of fine arts in visual communica- 
tion from Syracuse University in 
1978. He taught at several 
institutions, including the 
Philadelphia College of Art, 
before joining the Washington 
University art faculty in 1983. 
During his tenure here, he has 
directed the illustration program 
and, as associate dean since 1993, 
he has been responsible for the 
undergraduate program. He has 
been chair of the VADC Curricu- 
lum Committee since 1996. 
"We are in the midst of 
continuing to refine our plans for 
the VADC, and Dean Pike will 
play a key role in this important 
effort," Wrighton added. "In 
discussing our plans, I am 
confident we can continue to 
build on the momentum devel- 
oped under Dean Joe Deal." 
Get cool in the pool 
Summer heat getting you down? 
Take a refreshing — and health- 





to employees with University 
identification. The schedule (in 
effect through July 23): 
Monday, Wednesday: 7-8 a.m., 
4:30-6:30 p.m. 
Tuesday, Thursday: 11:30 a.m.- 
1 p.m., 4:30-6:30 p.m. 
Friday: 7-8 a.m., 11:30 a.m.- 
1 p.m. 
Employees may take spouses 
and children with them as well 
— daily guest passes are $5 
apiece, and annual memberships 
cost $70 for the first family 
member, $40 for additional 
ones. For updated information 
about hours, call the Athletic 
Complex hotline, 935-4705. 
Honing those skills 
The Bernard Becker Medical 
Library has issued its new 
computer course catalog for 
July-December, listing a range 
of computer classes open to the 
entire University community. 
The classes cover everything 
from word processing and 
spreadsheets to desktop 
publishing, information 
management, the Internet and 
e-mail. Library staff and 
professional instructors from 
four St. Louis computer training 
Campus quiz: High-tech for its day, this laboratory served what 
discipline, in what era? Answer below. 
firms teach the courses. Most are 
held at the library, 660 S. Euclid 
Ave., during the workday. 
The catalog is available online 
at http://medschool.wustl.edu/ 
library/les. For more information 
or to enroll, call 362-2793. 
Shingles research 
volunteers sought 
School of Medicine researchers 
are looking for volunteers aged 
60 and older to take part in 
research at the Veterans Affairs 
Medical Center to determine if 
an enhanced version of the 
chicken pox vaccine could 
prevent or diminish shingles, 
painful blisters caused by the 
dormant chicken pox virus. 
Lawrence Gelb, M.D., associate 
professor of medicine and 
molecular microbiology, heads 
the research team. 
Volunteers should be in 
generally good health with no 
past history of shingles. They 
will make one office visit to 
receive the vaccine, then report 
by phone monthly for the next 
three years. Anyone who gets 
shingles will receive free medical 
care for the outbreak. For more 
information, call 289-7652 or 
888-374-3046. 
Answer: This was the mechani- 
cal engineering laboratory in 
1905, pictured in an earlier 
incarnation of the Washington 
University Record. 
"News Briefs" includes short items on a wide 
range of subjects, including information 
about resources, benefits and opportunities 
available to faculty and staff. Readers are 
invited to submit briefs, which will be used 
as space permits, to Betsy Rogers, Campus 
Box 1070, or by e-mail, betsy_rogers@ 
aismail.wustl.edu. 
Pledge 
Funds for scholarships, 
executive education 
- from page 1 
chancellor for students and dean 
of the College of Arts and 
Sciences, said that the $2 million 
pledge for the establishment of 
scholarships for minority students 
will enhance the learning experi- 
ence here. "We believe all of our 
students benefit from learning to 
live and work with others of 
different backgrounds," McLeod 
noted. 
William H. Danforth, chancel- 
lor emeritus and retired chairman 
of the University's Board of 
Trustees, said: "Anheuser-Busch 
has been a great citizen of the St. 
Louis area and has demonstrated 
extraordinary support for 
education in this region. For the 
past century, we have benefited 
greatly from its strong tradition 
of support, and the effects of its 
generosity can be seen and felt 
throughout the University, 
through scholarships, professor- 
ships, new buildings and new 
programs." 
Anheuser-Busch was founded 
in St. Louis 139 years ago and is 
the largest brewing company in 
the world. Under two decades of 
leadership from August A. 
Busch III, the company has 
grown significantly in revenue, 
profit and market share and 
today holds a 46.4 percent share 
of the U.S. beer market. The 
company is widely known for 
supporting a broad range of 
civic and philanthropic organi- 
zations in the communities in 
which it operates. 
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Medical School Update 
Study suggests need for better pain management in newborns 
BY DIANE DUKE WILLIAMS 
During nursing and medical 
procedures in the hospital, 
premature infants respond 
to pain and can tell the difference 
between more and less painful 
procedures. They also react more 
to pain as they grow older. School 
of Medicine researchers reported 
these findings in the July issue of 
Pediatrics and recommended 
universal pain management in 
newborns to reduce the acute and 
long-term impact of early 
procedural pain. 
"These findings underscore 
just how sophisticated newborns 
are," said lead author Fran Lang 
Porter, Ph.D., assistant professor 
of pediatrics and psychology and 
director of the Disability Resource 
Center. "The study shows that not 
managing their pain, as if their 
early experiences don't matter, is a 
real mistake. We're beginning to 
understand that what we're doing 
has long-term effects." 
As part of their required 
clinical care in a hospital nursery, 
infants, whether healthy or sick, 
can be exposed to procedures that 
adults consider painful. In one of 
Porter's previous studies, physi- 
cians and nurses reported that 
babies receive very little pain relief 
and few comfort measures during 
required medical procedures in 
the hospital and elective proce- 
dures such as circumcision. The 
doctors and nurses in the study 
believed, however, that babies can 
feel as much pain as adults. 
There is a close relationship 
between how adults behave in 
response to pain, how painful they 
sense the stimulus to be and how 
their bodies react to the stimulus, 
studies have shown. Porter 
decided to find out if the same 
relationship holds true for 
newborns by monitoring their 
responses to nursing and medical 
procedures during hospitalization. 
Finding that the babies didn't 
react to pain and that their 
caregivers didn't see a change in 
behavior might help explain why 
doctors and nurses seldom 
manage pain in newborns during 
painful procedures. 
Specifically, Porter set out to 
determine if newborns respond 
more as procedures become more 
invasive and if prematurity affects 
how much they respond. She also 
wanted to know whether prema- 
ture babies become more sensitive 
to pain as they grow older. 
Porter and colleagues recruited 
152 newborns ranging in 
gestational age from less than 28 
weeks through full term. The 
babies were admitted to normal 
newborn, premature or intensive 
care nurseries at Washington 
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heart rates and behavior while 
they underwent a wide array of 
required or elective procedures, 
ranging from physical exams to 
chest tube insertions to circumci- 
sion. They measured two 
behaviors— the time the babies 
spent fussing or crying and the 
time they spent sleeping. The 
babies were observed during four 
periods — baseline, preparatory, 
procedure and recovery — and 
the invasiveness of each proce- 
dure was rated according to 
length of the procedure, amount 
of tissue damage and site of the 
procedure. 
As expected, the newborns' 
heart rates increased significantly 
over baseline in response to the 
preparation and the procedure 
itself but declined during 
recovery. The infants also slept 
less and became more agitated 
during preparation and the 
procedure, and they slept more 
during baseline and recovery. 
The babies were able to 
differentiate clearly between mildly, 
moderately and highly invasive 
procedures. The more invasive the 
procedure, the more their heart 
rates and agitation increased. 
The researchers also found 
that, during the first week of life, 
prematurity does not affect how 
much a baby responds. Babies 
born prematurely and at full term 
responded similarly to painful 
procedures, as judged by heart 
Grants totaling $8.4 million 
awarded to medical faculty 
Numerous School of Medicine 
faculty recently received 
grants of $1 million or more. The 
grants fund research ranging 
from brain development to 
toxoplasmosis to cell division. 
The grant recipients include: 
• Philip W. Majerus, M.D., 
professor of medicine and of 
biochemistry and molecular 
biophysics, has received a five- 
year $3 million grant from the 
National Heart, Lung, and Blood 
Institute. He will study enzymes 
found in animals and other 
many-celled organisms that 
influence cell behavior in normal 
and diseased states. 
• L. David Sibley, Ph.D., 
associate professor of molecular 
microbiology, has received a five- 
year $1.7 million grant from the 
National Institute of Allergy and 
Infectious Diseases. The grant 
will support studies of the 
parasite that causes toxoplasmo- 
sis, which normally produces 
only flu-like symptoms but can 
cause severe disease in certain 
people. 
• David M. Ornitz, M.D., 
Ph.D., associate professor of 
molecular biology and pharma- 
cology, has received a $1.4 mil- 
lion grant from the National 
Cancer Institute to study the 
development of the cerebellum, 
a part of the brain that coordi- 
nates fine motor activities and 
some cognitive processes. 
Abnormal cells in the cerebel- 
lum can give rise to medullo- 
blastoma, the most common 
malignant brain tumor in 
children. 
• Andrei Laszlo, Ph.D., 
associate professor of radiology, 
has received a five-year 
$1.2 million grant from the 
National Cancer Institute to 
study the molecular role of a 
protein that might allow normal 
cells and possibly cancerous 
cells to adapt to overheating. 
• Helen Piwnica- Worms, 
Ph.D., professor of cell biology 
and physiology, has received a 
four-year $1.1 million grant 
from the National Institute of 
General Medical Sciences to 
analyze the molecular factors 
that regulate a cell's decision to 
divide into two daughter cells. 
When regulation goes astray, 
cells divide unrestrainedly into 
tumors. 
rate, agitation and sleep. 
Even very premature babies 
were able to judge the invasiveness 
of a procedure during the first 
week of life. Heart rate and 
agitation increased as the proce- 
dure became more invasive. 
To determine whether 
premature babies react more 
strongly to procedures than full- 
term babies, the researchers 
followed babies born very 
prematurely (less than 28 weeks 
gestation) through their full-term 
age. With age, heart rates and 
agitation increased over baseline 
in response to the preparation 
and the procedure, signaling that 
these babies became more 
responsive as they grew older. 
"In other words, if you are 
born earlier, you might show 
increasing sensitivity to pain 
over time," Porter said. "Even 
though this study didn't 
determine whether these effects 
are due to age or exposure to 
pain, we currently are conduct- 
ing studies that will answer that 
question." 
Porter recommends providing 
pain management for all babies, 
not only to those who appear 
more likely to respond to pain or 
to be at greater risk for long-term 
effects. She also believes it's 
important to continue to research 
which types of pain management 
are more effective and determine 
the downsides, if any. 
"Nevertheless, with emerging 
reports that there might be long- 
term effects of early pain, we 
should do our best to protect 
babies and help ensure healthy 
development for those who 
require medical interventions 
early in life," Porter said. 
ReCOgilizing a 20-year VOlUnteer At the Memory and Aging Project's recent partici- 
pants' meeting, Anna Svoboda shows her volunteer award to John Morris, M.D., the Harvey A. and 
Dorismae Hacker Friedman Professor of Neurology. Svoboda has participated in studies of the 
Memory and Aging Project since its inception in 1979. This year, the annual participants' meeting 
was held at the Creve Coeur Country Club. 
Chairs 
Maloney, Saffttz named 
to new professorships 
— from page 1 
served for 15 years on the boards of 
directors at Central Institute for 
the Deaf, the St. Louis Chapter of 
the Alzheimer's Association and 
St. Luke's Hospital, where she was 
the first woman to serve as 
chairman. 
Chuck Knight, chairman and 
chief executive officer of Emerson 
Electric Co., has raised funds to 
support the St. Louis Public 
Schools, the Mathews-Dickey Boys 
Club and the Annie Malone 
Children and Family Service 
Center. He is a trustee of the 
Missouri Botanical Garden and a 
member of Civic Progress, the 
executive board of the St. Louis 
Area Council/Boy Scouts of 
America and the Business Council. 
In 1996, Knight was awarded an 
honorary doctorate of science in 
recognition of his service to the 
University and the community. He 
was a University trustee from 1977 
to 1990 and helped spearhead the 
1980s' Alliance for Washington 
University, a campaign that raised 
more than $630 million. 
At the medical center, Knight 
served as chairman of Barnes 
Hospital from 1991 to 1995 and 
Barnes-Jewish Hospital from 1996 
to 1998. He engineered the 
formation of BJC Health System 
and served as BJC board chair from 
1993 to 1998. He is currently 
chairman emeritus of Barnes- 
Jewish Hospital. 
The Knights have two sons, two 
daughters and eight grandchildren. 
Maloney came to the medical 
school in 1996, when Richard H. 
Gelberman, M.D., the Fred C. 
Reynolds Professor and head of the 
Department of Orthopaedic 
Surgery, recruited him from 
Stanford University. Maloney will 
take advantage of the distin- 
guished chair to pursue his 
research into cartilage repair, 
identifying mechanisms that 
stimulate new cartilage formation. 
In addition, he is studying the 
problem of wear and the biologic 
response to debris from wear in 
joint replacement. 
Maloney earned a bachelor's 
degree in psychology from 
Stanford University and a medical 
degree from Columbia College of 
Physicians and Surgeons in New 
-York. 
The Lacy Professorship was 
established in honor of Paul E. 
Lacy, M.D., Ph.D., and in memory 
of his wife, Ellen. Lacy, a professor 
emeritus of pathology, chaired the 
department from 1961 until 1985. 
He also was pathologist-in-chief at 
Barnes Hospital, Jewish Hospital 
and St. Louis Children's Hospital. 
"The Lacy Professorship 
acknowledges Lacy's lasting 
impact on the Department of 
Pathology and also demonstrates 
the department's commitment to 
supporting distinguished faculty 
within their midst," Wrighton said. 
Lacy is nationally renowned for 
studying physiological changes 
that occur during early onset 
diabetes, or type I diabetes. In 
particular, he is recognized for 
developing an experimental 
model for transplanting insulin- 
producing islet cells. Destruction 
of islet cells triggers type I diabetes. 
He remained active in research 
for 10 years after stepping down as 
chair and now consults for a 
biomedical company that is 
investigating the clinical potential 
of islet cell transplants. 
"During his tenure, Paul Lacy 
conducted pioneering research, 
enhanced the department's 
standing in academic medicine 
and fostered the development of 
many of the nation's top experi- 
mental pathologists," Peck said. "I 
can't think of a better way to 
recognize his accomplishments and 
those of Jeffrey Saffitz, a truly 
outstanding academician." 
An annual lectureship at the 
medical school was established in 
Lacy's name in 1987. Lacy is a 
member of the National Academy 
of Sciences and the Institute of 
Medicine and a fellow of the 
American Association for the 
Advancement of Science and the 
American Academy of Arts and 
Sciences. 
Saffitz, a professor of pathology 
and medicine, said he considers the 
professorship an extraordinary 
honor because Lacy was instrumen- 
tal in guiding his career after he 
joined the pathology department as 
an intern in 1978. 
Saffitz studies molecules that 
serve as gateways into muscle cells 
of the heart. These gateways, or gap 
junctions, allow electrical signals to 
travel between the muscle cells so 
they pump in sync. The distribution 
of gap junctions changes during 
heart disease, though. By determin- 
ing what prompts these changes, 
Saffitz hopes to develop ideas for 
drugs that could prevent abnormal 
heartbeats, or arrhythmias. Similar 
drugs may prevent premature labor 
or help treat other diseases involv- 
ing gap junctions. 
A staff pathologist at Barnes- 
Jewish and St. Louis Children's 
hospitals, Saffitz also directs the 
Division of Autopsy Pathology at 
Barnes-Jewish. He leads the Lucille P. 
Markey Special Emphasis Pathway in 
the Division of Biology and 
Biomedical Sciences as well. He 
has earned numerous awards, 
including 1991 and 1994 Teacher 
of the Year honors and the 1997 
Outstanding Clinical Investigator 
Award from the American Heart 
Association. 
Saffitz received a bachelor's, 
master's and medical and doctoral 
degrees from Case Western Reserve 
University in Cleveland. He became 
a member of the pathology faculty 
here in 1983. 
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University Events 
Fiber Arts • Bone Grafting • Festival Orchestra • InsideOUT 
"University Events" lists a portion of the 
activities taking place at Washington 
University through Aug. 12. For a full 
listing of medical rounds and 
conferences, see the School of 
Medicine's website at medschool. 
wustl.edu/events/. For an expanded 










the New World 
Special 
Collections, 
level 5 Olin Library. 
935-5495. 
"Structure and Surface: Contemporary 
Japanese Textiles." Through Aug. 15. 
Fiber arts by leading designers and 
fabricators. Sponsored by The Asian 
Art Society and the Joint Center for 
East Asian Studies. St. Louis Art 
Museum. 721-0072, ext. 204. 
Lectures 
Wednesday, July 21 
7:30 a.m. Orthopaedic surgery 
distinguished lecture. "Bone Grafting, 
Osteoinduction and Osteoconduction." 
Keith Hruska, the Ira M. Lang 
Professor of Nephrology. Scarpellino 
Aud., first floor, 510 S. Kingshighway 
Blvd. 747-2803. 
JamiTlin InsideOUT (formerly the Ben Looker Quartet) will perform from 8:30 to 10:30 p.m. July 
22 and Aug. 5 for the Holmes Jazz Series in Holmes Lounge. The group features, from left to right: 
David Taylor on drums, Sean Wilhite on bass, Ben Looker on piano and Jeff Lash on vibes. 
Friday, July 23 
9:15 a.m. Pediatric Grand Rounds. 
"Experiments of Nature: Surfactant Protein 
B Deficiency." F. Sessions Cole, the Park J. 
White Professor of Pediatrics and prof, of 
ceil biology and physiology. Clopton Aud., 
4950 Children's Place. 454-6006. 
Friday, August 6 * 
9:15 a.m. Pediatric Grand Rounds. 
"Control of Vascular Matrix in Persistent 
Pulmonary Hypertension." William C. 
Parks, assoc. prof, of medicine and of cell 
biology and physiology. Clopton Aud., 
4950 Children's Place. 454-6006. 
Music 
Sunday, July 18 
7:30 p.m. Gateway Festival Orchestra. 
Music of Beethoven, Debussy, Gounod and 
Tchaikovsky. Paul Garritson, clarinet. 
Brookings Quadrangle. 569-0371. 
Thursday, July 22 
8:30 p.m. Holmes Jazz Series. InsideOUT. 
Holmes Lounge, Ridgiey Hall. 
935-4841. 
Sunday, July 25 
7:30 p.m. Gateway Festival Orchestra. Music 
of Beethoven, Dittersdorf, Ellington and 
Mozart. Deberah Kaferkamp, viola, and Sue 
Stubbs, double bass. Also a performance by 
YMCA Boys Choir of St. Louis. Brookings 
Quadrangle. 569-0371. 
Thursday, July 29 
8:30 p.m. Holmes Jazz Series. Duane Estes, 
piano. Holmes Lounge, Ridgiey Hall. 
935-4841. 
Sunday, Aug. 1 
7:30 p.m. Gateway Festival Orchestra. 
Music of Brahms, Borodin, Saint-Saens 
and Sousa. Henoch Kristianto, piano. 
Graham Chapel. 569-0371. 
Thursday, Aug. 5 
8:30 p.m. Holmes Jazz Series. InsideOUT. 
Holmes Lounge, Ridgiey Hall. 935-4841. 
.. .And more 
Saturday, July 17 
8 a.m. Office of Continuing Medical 
Education. "Challenging Clinical Cases: 
Heart Failure, Pneumonia, Antibiotic 
Resistance and Hyperlipidemia." Cost: $75. 
Eric P. Newman Education Center. To 
register, call 362-6891. 
in 
Counselors Julie Suellentrop (left), Julia Litteken (center) and Tony Luhning demonstrate a "stuff block" 
to campers at the University's summer volleyball camp. 
Women's Softball added to spring 2000 lineup 
BY KEVIN BERGQUIST 
Washington University has 
announced the addition of 
women's Softball to its intercol- 
legiate athletics program, to 
begin play during the spring of 
2000, according to John Schael, 
director of athletics. 
With the addition of softball, 
the University boasts 18 
intercollegiate athletic teams, 
including nine varsity women's 
programs. The Bears will play a 
30-game schedule that includes 
competition in the annual 
University Athletic Association 
(UAA) round robin tournament. 
"The addition of softball to 
Washington University will 
greatly add to the quality of 
student life on campus and 
assist in our efforts to provide a 
gender-equitable athletics 
program for all students," 
Schael said. "We look forward 
to joining our fellow UAA 
institutions in 
participating next 
spring in one of the 
most popular sports 
in the country." 
The University becomes 
the sixth UAA institution to 
compete for the league softball 
championship, joining 
Brandeis University (Waltham, 
Mass.), Case Western Reserve 
University (Cleveland), Emory 
University (Atlanta), New York 
University and the University 
of Rochester (N.Y.). 
Softball is the first new sport 
here since women's soccer 
made its varsity debut in 1989. 
A new softball field is currently 
under construction in the 
southwest area of campus near 
the University's residence halls. 
The women's athletics 
program at the University is 
enjoying a dynamic, record- 
breaking era. All nine of 









during the last decade. In 1998, 
three teams (volleyball, basket- 
ball and soccer) advanced to 
their respective final fours, and 
the women's basketball team 
won its second Division III 
championship this past spring. 
Thousands of youngsters 
hone sports skills at WU 
BY GREG MOODY 
Nearly 3,000 youngsters from 
all over St. Louis and as far 
away as Texas have descended 
upon campus this summer to hone 
their skills in the University's half 
dozen sports camps — baseball, 
basketball, soccer, tennis, football 
and volleyball. More importantly, 
they learn how to put the fun in the 
fundamentals behind their favorite 
games. 
"Camp is fun," said Nancy K. 
Fahey, women's head basketball 
coach at the University and 
co-director of the basketball camp 
offered during the summer. "At 
their age, kids are still deciding if 
they like basketball or if they don't 
like basketball. If you teach them 
to have fun, then they will be more 
likely to stick to the sport." 
The basketball camp is one of 
the biggest summer programs at 
the University and offers spots for 
480 participants, split between two 
weeklong sessions. The directors  ■ 
divide the youngsters according to 
age, gender and skill to give them 
the most benefit. 
Mark A. Edwards, the men's 
head basketball coach, coordinated 
his 15th camp this year, in a 
program that has grown ever since 
it began in 1985. "I tried to start the 
program small and establish strong 
word-of-mouth promotion to 
attract campers," Edwards said. 
"After the third year the program 
began to grow. We hardly do any 
advertising." 
According to Edwards and 
Fahey, the three objectives of the 
basketball camp are: 1) to teach 
the fundamentals of basketball; 
2) to foster an understanding of 
team play; and 3) to help campers 
really enjoy their sport. 
Though the coaches run their 
camps independently from each 
other and the University, Edwards 
and Fahey are not alone in their 
view of the camps' objectives. 
The volleyball camp ran for two 
weeks in late June and early July. 
Joe M. Worlund, assistant athletic 
director and associate director of 
the camp, said that the program 
promotes a positive role for 
volleyball in St. Louis, improves the 
confidence and volleyball skills of 
the players and serves as a public 
relations tool for the University 
and the volleyball program. 
The volleyball camp hosted 
about 650 campers, the majority 
from the greater St. Louis area. 
Worlund said the public relations 
accomplishments are one of the 
program's biggest successes. 
"It introduces the players to the 
campus, coach and facilities, and it 
helps in recruiting," he explained. 
In 1998, no fewer than five 
women on the University's 
volleyball team had attended the 
camp as youngsters. 
Football coach Larry Kindbom 
had similar success: In 1998, about 
a dozen of the players on the team's 
roster had attended the WU 
football camp during high school, 
including last year's starting 
quarterback Alan Barnette. 
"The camp introduces the 
program to area coaches, it helps 
with recruiting and it teaches 
fundamentals," Kindbom said. "It 
does not put emphasis on playing. 
This camp is all fundamentals." 
With up to 3,000 young people 
on campus, it is hard to keep them 
entertained and active, according 
to Worlund — but he hopes that 
they succeeded and the youths 
walked away with a better under- 
standing of their sports. 
While most camps are over, Joe 
Clarke, the men's soccer coach, 
offers specialty soccer camps until 
the end of July. Clarke leads these 
camps for both boys and girls 
between the ages of 6 and 18. Each 
session runs for about a week. For 
the latest information regarding 
soccer camp openings, call 
321-5425. 
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InSpirdtJOn High school students in the School of Architecture's 15th annual Architecture Discovery Program are inspired by Brookings Hall architecture during an 
outdoor drawing session. From left are: Virginia Werner; Rebecca Ratz; Adam Birck; teaching assistant Dan Murray, an undergraduate senior majoring in architecture; and 
Micah Ochs. About 45 students from around the country, who will be entering their senior year of high school in the fall, participated in the two-week program in June. It 
offers intensive exposure to the practice of architecture through faculty lectures, visits with practicing architects, tours of significant St. Louis sites, an introduction to 
architectural computer technology, and studio assignments. 
Graduate students mastering Internet possibilities in teaching 
BY GREG MOODY 
Fifty-three University 
graduate students in Arts 
and Sciences are staking out 
territory at "the leading edge of 
the curve," learning the latest 
techniques for integrating the 
Internet with their teaching in a 
series of weeklong workshops 
sponsored by the Graduate School 
of Arts and Sciences in coopera- 
tion with the Teaching Center and 
the Arts and Sciences Computing 
Center. 
"I see the Internet as the major, 
redefining factor in education 
today," said Michael Orlando, a 
Lee M. Liberman Fellow at the 
University and one of the 
workshop instructors. "Whether 
we are just becoming aware of it 
or we are already doing something 
about it, it is coming. The 
question is: do we want to be on 
the leading edge of the curve, 
shaping the impact of the Internet 
in education, or do we want to 
follow?" 
For the third summer, 
graduate students are choosing 
the former and gathering in the 
basement of Eads Hall for the 
workshops, which balance 
pedagogical concerns, technical 
skill building and practical 
application as part of the graduate 
school's initiative to enhance the 
professional development of 
graduate students. 
"The goal is to help our 
students find rewarding, challeng- 
ing and interesting jobs," said 
Robert E. Thach, Ph.D., dean of 
the graduate school. "As an 
important spin-off, we improve 
the skills of our teachers. It is 
upgrading our whole teaching 
system across the board." 
By the 
three days to five, to accommo- 
date expanded content and 
increased graduate student 
interest. This summer, there were 
five graduate student fellows 




The workshop is not just      James 
about teaching technology. It is Marton> 
about critically and creatively   McGaughey 
thinking about our teaching 
goals and learning needs, and 
how best to use technology to 
enhance those goals." 
ELAINE BERLAND 















students learned how to: 
■ examine Web pages critically; 
• recognize the advantages and 
disadvantages of using the 
Internet; and 
• plan the production of an 
on-line lecture. 
"As a basic guiding principle, 
we want students who come to the 
workshop to leave each day, and 
ultimately at week's end, with a 
tangible thing— their own Web 
site," Orlando said. "The students 
get so much more out of it if they 
actually walk away with some- 
thing they can use in their classes 
now." 
Since its inception in 1997, the 
summer workshop projects have 
grown substantially. The length of 










workshop is not just about 
teaching technology," said Elaine 
Berland, Ph.D., associate dean of 
the graduate school, who has 
guided the development of the 
Web workshop project from its 
conception. "It is about critically 
and creatively thinking about our 
teaching goals and learning 
needs, and how best to use 
technology to enhance those 
goals." 
Orlando, who has been 
involved with the workshop since 
its beginning, created a Web site 
himself for a course titled 
"Introduction to Political 
Economy: Macroeconomics." On 
line he supplies his students with 
a bulletin board, a syllabus, 
on-line resources for macroeco- 
U College enrollment to open; fast track offered 
BY CHRISTINE FARMER 
Enrollment for University 
College fall courses begins 
July 21, with more than 250 
evening courses offered in 50 
academic departments and 
programs. New courses will allow 
students to learn marketing 
communications, analyze the 
European Union, examine 
reporting on the Vietnam War, 
enjoy the literature of travel or 
explore Africa. 
Classes begin Aug. 25, and the 
last day to register without paying 
a late fee is Aug. 20. Full-time staff 
and their spouses or domestic 
partners receive a 50 percent 
tuition remission for undergradu- 
ate courses. 
"We also offer courses that are 
relevant to world events and 
issues," said University College 
Associate Dean Anne W Hetlage, 
noting that fall semester includes 
courses on Balkan history, the 
politics of the European Union, 
managing global resources and 
the Internet and international 
development. 
"With the 2000 presidential 
campaign, there may be interest 
in political science courses on 
'Voting Behavior and Elections' 
and 'Human Nature and Ameri- 
can Politics,'" she added. 
In addition this fall, a new 
accelerated option toward degree 
completion is being offered to 
undergraduate evening students 
for the first time. Each semester 
selected undergraduate courses 
will be designated for ACTRAC, 
which stands for accelerated track. 
Pre-qualified students will be 
assigned additional work in the 
class — reading, writing and 
research — for one additional 
unit of credit. Earning four credits 
rather than the usual three will 
allow students to reduce the total 
number of courses required for 
graduation. 
"We recognize that adult 
students are eager to get on with 
their lives," said Hetlage, who 
helped develop the ACTRAC 
program. "We wanted to find a 
way for students to accelerate 
their studies, consistent with 
Washington University's normal 
academic schedule and stan- 
dards." 
This fall 17 courses, all but one 
on the 300-400 level, are offered 
in the accelerated program. All 
are taught by experienced 
instructors, and the number of 
ACTRAC courses will increase in 
future semesters, Hetlage said. 
To qualify for ACTRAC, 
students must be admitted to a 
University College undergraduate 
degree program; have completed 
a minimum of 60 credit hours of 
college work, including at least 
six credits at University College; 
have a minimum 3.2 grade point 
average; and have successfully 
completed University College's 
English composition require- 
ments. 
For more information about 
University College courses and 
the ACTRAC program, call 
935-6777. 
nomics, study guides and virtual 
office hours. 
When the workshop begins, 
many of the students are appre- 
hensive about technology and the 
Internet, Orlando said, but 
sometimes these students produce 
the best Web sites in the end. 
An interest in learning Web 
design attracted students from 
many different academic fields to 
the workshop. "I went with the 
specific goal of getting a Web 
page published," said Jacinta 
Beehner, doctoral candidate in 
anthropology. "Gavin Foster 
walked us through how to do a 
whole class on line. This was 
fascinating. The workshop is just 
the first step in accessing the 
technology." 
The workshop project has a 
multiplier effect, Berland said. 
"The effects of the workshops 
ripple out," she observed. "The 
students who build the Web 
course sites work with faculty, and 
faculty also learn about teaching 
technology. Together, they teach 
the undergraduates how to look at 
and use the Internet critically. 
"Course materials developed 
for the summer workshops also 
continue to be used as self- 
directed tutorials," she added. 
"They are used by the Teaching 
Center as well in its workshops to 
teach faculty about technology." 
The ripple, moreover, extends 
past the University. According to 
Berland and Orlando, other 
universities have linked to the 
workshop's self-directed tutorials, 
which remain accessible on the 
Internet. They then teach 
themselves how to build effective 
Web pages for classrooms. 
For more information, or to 
follow the tutorial, access the 
workshops at: http:// 
www.artsci.wustl.edu/GSAS/ 
WebWorkshops99/. 
University affirms value 
of racial, ethnic diversity 
Chancellor Mark S. Wrighton, in the following statement to the 
University community, reaffirms the University's commitment to the 
goals of affirmative action — equal opportunity and a multi-racial, 
multi-ethnic community. 
W ashington University is committed to providing equal opportunity for all 
who come to work and study here. 
For more than 30 years, we have 
actively and energetically 
recruited minority students, 
faculty and staff, and we believe 
we are well on our way to creating 
a campus where many different 
ethnic groups come together to 
learn not only from our professors 
but from each other. 
In recent history, programs 
created for minorities have been 
challenged in various legislative 
bodies and courts, and those 
arguing against them have stated 
that individuals should be judged 
solely on their own merits 
regardless of family, economic 
status, race, ethnic group, religion 
or gender. Indeed, most Ameri- 
cans support this sentiment. 
It is possible, however, to share 
this conviction and still believe 
that affirmative action programs 
are just and necessary. During the 
course of our country's past, 
many people by virtue of their 
race or ethnic group have been 
excluded from many opportuni- 
ties, including the opportunity to 
have the best educational 
experience possible. For some 
years, our country has been 
engaged in righting some of these 
wrongs with a view to creating a 
successful multi-ethnic, multi- 
racial society that provides the 
same level of opportunities for all. 
In this effort, we as a country have 
made giant strides, but clearly we 
have not yet reached the goal. 
As a private institution, 
Washington University has the 
advantage of being able to set its 
own goals. However, with this 
freedom comes the responsibility 
to formulate and pursue priorities 
that are in the best interest of our 
country as a whole. It is with this 
in mind that Washington 
University energetically reaffirms 
its affirmative action policies and 
gives high priority to attracting 
talented, academically gifted 
minority students, faculty 
members and administrators. 
As we look to the next century, 
Washington University is commit- 
ted to continuing this vigorous 
pursuit of a community that is 
just, multi-ethnic, multi-racial 
and, above all, a model of 
academic excellence that proves 
that the future of our country and 
world lies in its educated citizens. 
Mark S. Wrighton 
Chancellor 
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liidill Su 68l Construction workers install red Missouri granite boulders, three to six feet in 
diameter, along a hillside opposite one of the South 40's new dormitories, west of the Alumni House 
parking lot. Numerous trees and shrubs will be planted around the boulders to make a rock garden 
lining the walkway leading to the Forsyth Boulevard underpass. EDAW landscape architects of Fort 
Collins, Colo., designed the slope and the walkway to resemble Main Street in Vail, Colo. 
Building 
New laboratories 
slated for construction 
— from page 1 
the School of Engineering and 
Applied Science. An important 
and substantial part of that 
instruction involves hands-on 
laboratory experience. 
Freshman and sophomore 
chemistry laboratory offerings 
serve nearly 1,000 students each 
year in laboratories and class- 
rooms that were built decades ago. 
The new building will provide 
undergraduates with modern, 
safe, state-of-the-art teaching 
laboratories as well as three 
additional classrooms, a large 
lecture hall and a resource center. 
All chemistry laboratory instruc- 
tion and much of chemistry 
classroom lecture instruction will 
move to the new building. 
"This building will set the 
standard by which other labora- 
tory science buildings — that 
focus on both undergraduate and 
graduate instruction and research 
— will be judged," said Depart- 
ment Chair Joseph J.H. Ackerman, 
Ph.D. 
In addition, extensive 
renovations of the synthetic 
graduate laboratory supervisor, 
said the new building will allow 
each student to work in his or her 
own hood, a piece of equipment 
that removes vapors and offers 
protection from experimental 
mishaps. 
"In our labs now we have no 
;..,■'[.:"■ ■ 
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The new Arts and Sciences Laboratory Science Building will stand 
between the Ann W. Olin Women's Building and McMillan Hall. 
chemistry laboratories on the 
fourth and fifth floors of 
McMillen Laboratory are under 
way. They should be completed 
this year. 
Michelle Gilbertson, under- 
Employment 
Use the World Wide Web to obtain complete job descriptions. Go to cf6000.wustl.edu/hr/home 




positions may be 
obtained in the Office of 
Human Resources, 
Room 130, West 
Campus. If you are not a 
WU staff member, call 
935-9836. Staff 
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hoods," she said. "The new labs 
will be state-of-the-art. The 
whole setup is going to be better. 
The traffic flow of students is 
minimized and the workspace is 
maximized. We have received 
praise from other schools that 
have seen our lab designs." 
Edward S. Macias, Ph.D., 
executive vice chancellor and 
dean of Arts and Sciences, said 
the laboratories will help in 
attracting the finest students to 
Washington University. He 
added: "It will allow us to do new 
experiments safely that we 
cannot do now with our current 
building." 
Schaal 
Research reveals wealth 
of genetic information 
— from page 1 
a wealth of genetic diversity in 
wild and domesticated cassava 
strains, information that plant 
breeders can use to create hardier 
plants that are more resistant to 
disease. With the newly found 
genetic information, there are 
greater possibilities now to 
transform cassava from an 
"orphan" crop to a more commer 
cially viable one that could be 
used as a fiber source. 
Cassava ranks sixth 
among crops in 
global production. 









stores or specialty 
dishes in the 
Miami area. But the 
vast majority of 
consumers are the 
world's poor who grow 
their own cassava in 
patches of poor soil. 
The findings settle disputes 
among plant scientists, a group of 
whom have believed that the 
plant's origins were in Mexico. 
And they show that the original 
cassava is not a derivative of 
several different progenitor 
species, nor is it a hybrid of a 
closely related species, Manihot 
pruinosa. Both possibilities have 
been hypothesized by some 
evolutionary and population 
plant biologists. 
Schaal and Olsen looked at 
variation in the nuclear gene 
G3pdh in cassava and in a wild 
subspecies, flabellifolia, to develop 
a "phylogeographic" family tree. 
This is a kind of branching map 
that yields both evolutionary and 
geographic information, a 
technique that only a few plant 
scientists worldwide have used 
successfully. They focused on the 
G3pdh gene because it is common 
to domesticated and wild strains 
and carries identifiable genetic 
variation. 
Earlier results clearly ruled out 
a Mexican origin. In fine-tuning 
their sampling of wild popula- 
tions, they found that cassava is 
derived from wild flabellifolia 
populations along the southern 
border of the Amazon basin. 
"When we compared the 
groups from Mexico to those from 
Brazil, we found the Mexican ones' 
were clearly separated on a 
different branch of the phyloge- 
netic tree," Schaal said. "Then we 
sampled the Brazilian species and 
differentiated even more between 
the various groups of plants. The 
argument for this kind of work is 
Manihot esculenta 
Campus Watch 
The following incidents were reported to University Police from June 11—July 11. Readers 
with information that could assist in investigating these incidents are urged to call 
935-5555. This release is provided as a public service to promote safety awareness 
and is available on the University Police Website at rescomp.wustl.edu/-wupd. 
Crime Alert 
An attempted robbery and an 
armed robbery occurred on 
campus last week. At 12:12 a.m. 
July 6, a black man approximately 
18 years old, 6 feet tall with a thin 
build, approached a female student 
walking in the 200 block of 
Westgate Ave. He grabbed her, 
pulled what appeared to be a can 
of mace from his pocket, de- 
manded her money and grabbed 
her purse. The shoulder strap 
broke but she held on to the purse, 
fleeing to campus. 
In the second incident at 10:25 a.m. 
July 7, a black man approximately 
16 years old, 5 feet 8 inches tall and 
weighing 125 pounds, approached a 
female staff member in the 6100 
block of Pershing Ave. seeking 
directions. She provided the 
directions, but the man returned 
approaching her from behind. He 
claimed to have a knife and mace 
and grabbed her purse. The 
suspect attempted to flee with the 
victim's purse but she pulled it 
from his grasp. He fled west in a 
vehicle parked nearby. 
University Police urge all members 
of the campus community to be 
aware of activity around them and 
to avoid unnecessary risks. Do not 
travel alone and stay in well lit 
areas. If a situation appears unsafe, 
draw attention to yourself and use 
emergency telephones where 
available. 
to pinpoint where domestication 
occurred and to save these wild 
populations for breeding 
improved varieties of cassava that 
can better feed the developing 
world. Today, this region of Brazil 
where the wild cassava grows is 
being turned into massive soybean 
farms, so we may have found these 
populations just in time." 
Olsen collected wild specimens 
of flabellifolia Manihot pruinosa, 
another close relative of 
M. esculenta, on two different trips 
to Brazil in 1996 and 1997, 
collaborating with scientists from 
the Brazilian agency CENARGEN, 
akin to the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture. He sequenced the 
DNA for nearly two years 














departure from the 
traditional view that 
envisioned this crop 
as a derivative from one 
or more complexes of 
interbreeding wild 
species, from one or more regions 
in the Neotropics," Olsen said. 
"This new insight will be useful 
for targeting wild germplasm for 
crop improvement and for 
understanding the genetic 
consequences of domestication of 
the species." 
Cassava was introduced to 
Africa by the Portuguese more 
than 300 years ago and today is 
the primary carbohydrate source 
in sub-Saharan Africa. The plant 
grows as a bush or little tree and is 
harvested for its tubers, which are 
grated and pounded into a spread 
or flour. Currently, the African 
crop is threatened by African 
cassava mosaic virus, which can 
reduce yields by 75 percent. Over 
the past decade, the vir^s has 
caused famines in several local 
regions of central Africa. The 
disease is prevalent because the 
African cassava varieties, having 
been introduced, have no natural 
defense against the virus. 
It is best to think of cassava as 
tapioca pudding because it's hard 
to crave the food once one knows 
how most consumers prepare it. 
All cassava contains varying 
amounts of cyanide, a toxin that 
protects the plant from insects. 
Indigenous people have learned to 
avoid poisoning themselves by 
spitting into batches of the ground 
tubers; the saliva introduces 
bacteria and fungi, which activate 
an enzyme that breaks down the 
cyanide. Villagers accomplish the 
same thing by depositing freshly 
dug cassava tubers into a commu- 
nity pond; microorganisms in the 
water degrade the cyanide. 
It is speculated that starvation 
indirectly led to these culinary 
rituals; starving people might have 
found that, having once spit out 
the bitter cassava tubers, then 
trying them again, the bitter taste 
was lessened. 
Schaal said the diversity of the 
plant is remarkable. "There must 
be thousands of different varieties. 
In Brazil, every little village has its 
own varieties. There are bitter 
ones, sweet ones, even ones used 
as baby food." 
She said the results of the work 
will be of use immediately. 
"This provides the basis for a 
better understanding of all 
Manihot species and how they 
relate to each other," she said. 
"There has been a growing interest 
in a broader commercialization of 
cassava, and now that it is known 
where the key wild relatives are, 
breeders can look for DNA no 
longer in the domesticated crop 
that might increase yield, protein 
content and provide other useful 
traits." 
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Notables 
Of note 
Debra L. Krolick, Ph.D., assistant 
professor of accounting at the 
John M. Olin School of Business, 
has received one of two Competi- 
tive Manuscript awards by the 
American Accounting Association 
for her dissertation "The Rel- 
evance of Financial Statement 
Information for Executive 
Performance Evaluation and 
Equity Valuation: Evidence from 
Choice of Bonus Plan Accounting 
Performance Measures." The 
award was established to encour- 
age research by recent graduates 
of doctoral programs. Up to 
three awards are presented each 
year.... 
Linda J. Sandell, Ph.D., 
professor of orthopaedic surgery 
and of cell biology and physiology 
and director of research in the 
Department of Orthopaedic 
Surgery, is the new president of 
the Orthopaedic Research Society 
(ORS). Sandell's research is 
directed toward an understanding 
of osteoarthritis, a degenerative 
joint disease that affects about 
two-thirds of the population 65 
and older. Her focus is the 
molecular biology of molecules 
that function in the development 
of the skeleton and potentially in 
the development of osteoarthritis, 
looking for strategies that 
someday could help stimulate 
regenerative repair of cartilage. 
Sandell was installed as president 
of the 1,700-member ORS at the 
group's annual meeting in 
Anaheim, Calif. ... 
Leila Sadat Wexler, J.D., 
LL.M., D.E.A., professor of law, 
was unanimously elected to the 
Executive Committee of the 
American Branch of the Interna- 
tional Law Association. 
Speaking of 
Jeffrey C. Huestis, head of library 
systems services, reported on the 
University's participation in the Art 
Museum Image Consortium 
testbed (AMICO) at the spring 
meeting of the Coalition for 
Networked Information in 
Washington, D.C. The University's 
participation in the testbed has 
centered on the use of the AMICO 
images in several undergraduate 
courses. Huestis served as a panelist 
in the "Recent Findings from 
Multi-institution Digital Image 
Distribution Projects" session.... 
Daniel R. Mandelker, LL.B., 
J.S.D., the Howard A. Stamper 
Professor of Law, made presenta- 
tions on land-use law at the annual 
conference of the National 
Association of Homebuilders in 
Dallas, the annual conference of the 
Rocky Mountain Land Use 
Institute in Denver and the 
American Planning Association 
meeting in Seattle. He also spoke at 
a conference on the takings issue 
held at the University of Miami.... 
Eric Mumford, Ph.D., assistant 
professor of architectural history 
and theory, lectured on his 
forthcoming book "CLAM" 
(International Congress of Modern 
Architecture) at the School of Art 
and Design at Southern Illinois 
University at Carbondale. His 
lecture traced the history of CIAM 
from 1928 to 1960 and emphasized 
both CIAM's idealistic efforts to 
create a new society through urban 
planning and the problematic 
nature of its attempt to link 
political and artistic radicalism.... 
Weidenbaum reappointed 
as director of the CSAB 
Weidenbaum 
role he began 
Iurray L. Weidenbaum, 
Ph.D., will resume his role 
as director of the Center 
for the Study of American 
Business (CSAB) on Aug. 1,1999, 
Chancellor Mark S. Wrighton has 
announced. An advisory commit- 





Based at Washington 
University since its 
formation in 1975, 
CSAB is an internation- 
ally recognized not-for- 
profit research institute 
conducting scholarly 
research on issues 
affecting the American business 
system. 
"I am pleased that Murray 
Weidenbaum has agreed to lead 
CSAB until we conclude our 
comprehensive search for our 
next director," Wrighton said. "As 
CSAB's founder and director for 
two decades, he can help us find a 
strong successor." 
Weidenbaum helped establish 
CSAB and served as its director 
from 1975 until 1995 when he 
became the center's chairman. He 
succeeds Virginia V. Weldon, 
M.D., who had led the center 
since 1998. Weldon said she 
decided to step down as director 
after concluding that the center 
would be better served if the 
director's position were held by an 
eminent economist. 
"It has now become obvious 
to me that one of the many assets 
that Murray Weidenbaum has 
brought in his 24 years at CSAB is 
his judgment as a leading and 
world-recognized economist," 
Weldon said. "While, unfortu- 
nately, there can be no Murray 
Weidenbaum clone, we really do 
need a director grounded either in 
: Resumes 
in 1975 
the field of economics or a related 
discipline to chart our program 
and make the policy analyses for 
which we're known." 
Weldon joined CSAB in July 
1998 shortly after retiring from 
Monsanto Co., where she had 
been senior vice 
president of public 
policy since 1989. 
Previously, she served 
the University for more 
than 20 years as deputy 
vice chancellor for 
medical affairs, professor 
of pediatrics and vice 
president of the 
Washington University 
Medical Center. 
"Virginia Weldon has 
made important contributions to 
Washington University, and the 
Center for the Study of American 
Business has benefited greatly 
from her leadership," Wrighton 
said. "The initiatives she launched 
in the last year will undoubtedly 
continue to advance the center's 
mission long into the future." 
Weldon will continue to serve 
the center in a consulting capacity, 
working on several important 
initiatives, including a study of 
the role of the corporation in the 
21st century and a study of the 
burden that federal regulations 
impose on nonprofit institutions. 
Weidenbaum served previously 
as chairman of the University's 
economics department from 1966 
to 1969. He then held the post of 
Assistant Secretary of the U.S. 
Treasury for Economic Policy in 
Washington, D.C, from 1969 
until 1971, when he returned to 
the University. 
In 1981, Weidenbaum went 
back to Washington, D.C, to serve 
as President Ronald Reagan's first 
chairman of the Council of 
Economic Advisers. He returned 
to CSAB in late 1982. 
Bill Olbrich, government 
publications librarian at Olin 
Library, read a paper and chaired 
a session at the recent Missouri 
Valley History Conference in 
Omaha, Neb. His paper was 
titled "'Little Republics of 
Virtue': Voluntary Associations 
in St. Louis, 1826-1868." The 
session he chaired was titled 
"Military History Websites." ... 
Sr inivasan Sr idharan, 
Ph.D., professor of civil 
engineering, recently was invited 
by the University of Calabria in 
Italy to give a short course on 
"Computational Structural 
Stability" to the faculty and 
graduate students in the 
Department of Structural 
Engineering. The course was 
based on recent and current 
research on structural stability 
at Washington University. 
Sridharan also gave invited talks 
at the Universities of Rome, 
I and III, on "Interactive 
Buckling in Stiffened Shells" and 
"Modeling Failure of Composite 
Structures," respectively. 
On assignment     To press 
Nicholas O. Davidson, M.D., 
professor of medicine and head 
of the Division of Gastroenter- 
ology, has been selected to serve 
as a member of a study section 
for the Center for Scientific 
Review. His four-year term 
began July 1. Members are 
selected on the basis of their 
demonstrated competence and 
achievement in their scientific 
disciplines as evidenced by the 
quality of research accomplish- 
ments, publications in scientific 
journals and other significant 
scientific activities, achieve- 
ments and honors. Study 
sections review grant applica- 
tions submitted to the National 
Institutes of Health (NIH), 
make recommendations on 
these applications to the 
appropriate NIH national 
advisory council or board and 
survey the status of research in 
their fields of science. 
The second edition of a casebook 
co-authored by Ronald M. Levin, 
J.D., professor of law, was recently 
published by West Publishing Co. 
The casebook, titled "State and 
Federal Administrative Law," was 
published along with an accom- 
panying teachers' manual. Levin 
also spoke at the national 
convention of the Federalist 
Society on "Post Hoc Rationales 
and Rationalizations" and 
participated in a workshop on 
risk analysis and judicial review 
sponsored by the Harvard Center 
for Risk Analysis. The convention 
and workshop were both held in 
Washington, D.C. 
Guidelines for submitting copy: 
Send your full name, complete title(s), 
department(s), phone number and highest- 
earned degree(s), along with a description of 
your noteworthy activity, to Notables, c/o David 
Moessner, Campus Box 1070, or e-mail 
David_Moessner@aismail.wustl.edu. Items 
must not exceed 75 words. For more 
information, call 935-5293. 
Obituaries 
Linda D. Krai, associate professor of mechanical engineering 
Linda D. Krai, Ph.D., associate 
professor of mechanical 
engineering, died suddenly 
Tuesday, June 22,1999, in St. Louis. 
She was 39. 
Funeral services were June 29 in 
Lee's Summit, Mo. An on-campus 
memorial service is being planned 
for Sept. 9, and there are arrange- 
ments for a special award in her 
memory to be presented to a 
worthy student at the end of each 
academic year. 
Krai joined the University in 
January 1996, serving as affiliate 
professor in the mechanical 
engineering department. She 
continued in that role until 
September 1997, when she became 
a full-time member of the faculty. 
Krai's research specialties were 
centered on fundamental and 
applied computational fluid 
mechanics investigations of active 
flow control of transition and 
turbulence phenomena. She was 
director of the University's 
Computational Fluid Dynamics 
Laboratory, where physical 
modeling and analysis of engineer- 
ing systems are performed. 
She was very active in profes- 
sional societies, including the 
American Institute of Aeronautics 
and Astronautics (AIAA), the 
American Society of Mechanical 
Engineers and the American 
Krai: Came to the 
University in 1996 
Physical Society. From 1991 to 1999, 
she was a career panelist for the 
Math/Science Network of Greater 
St. Louis' Expanding Your Horizons 
in Mathematics and Science 
Conference, which encourages 
junior high and 
high school 






Krai on our 
faculty, and we 
will all miss 
Linda," said 
Christopher I. 
Byrnes, Ph.D., dean of the School of 
Engineering and Applied Science. 
"She was a highly valued member of 
our school and a person who 
touched many people. Hers is the 
kind of loss that can't really be 
replaced." 
David A. Peters, Ph.D., the 
McDonnell Douglas Professor of 
Engineering and chair of the 
mechanical engineering depart- 
ment, said: "Linda Krai was one of 
our most loved and respected 
faculty members. Whether it was 
her classroom teaching, her 
mentoring of graduate students or 
her participation as AIAA student 
adviser, she brought a caring 
enthusiasm to her tasks, and the 
students loved her for it. She also 
brought to our mechanical 
engineering department a strong 
and effective connection with 
industry that included research 
that was world-renowned. 
However, beyond all of that, she 
brought brightness and friendship 
to our Washington University 
family. We miss her very much." 
Krai was born Dec. 30,1959, 
in Kansas City, Mo. She attended 
the University of Missouri in 
Columbia, receiving a bachelor's 
degree in mechanical engineering 
in 1982 and a master's degree in 
mechanical and aerospace 
engineering in 1983. She received 
a doctorate in mechanical 
engineering in 1988 from the 
University of Arizona. 
Before joining the University, 
Krai worked as a scientist with 
McDonnell Douglas Research 
Laboratories in St. Louis from 
1989 to 1992. She was principal 
technical specialist at McDonnell 
Douglas Aerospace in St. Louis 
from 1992 to 1997. 
Krai is survived by her parents, 
Velma J. and Charles W. Krai of 
Raytown, Mo.; a sister, Gayle 
Doherty; and three nephews, 
Ryan C. Doherty; Kyle S. Doherty 
and Bret R. Doherty, all of Lee's 
Summit, Mo. 
Arthur G. Wirth, professor emeritus of education 
Arthur G. Wirth, Ph.D., professor 
emeritus of education in Arts 
and Sciences, died of cancer 
Tuesday, June 8,1999, at a retire- 
ment community in Santa Rosa, 
Calif. He was 79. 
Wirth came to the University in 
1961 as associate professor of edu- 
cation. He was 




tus status upon 
his retirement 
in 1985. After 
retiring, he 
remained active 
in the depart- 
ment for several 
years before 
moving to California in 1997. 
"Arthur was a splendid man," 
said Bryce B. Hudgins, Ph.D., 
professor emeritus of education. 
"He was as principled as anyone I've 
ever known — which is saying a lot 
at a place like Washington Univer- 
sity. He was also a very striving 
Wirth: Taught 
for 24 years 
person. He always used to say he was 
a B-minus teacher trying to become 
an A-plus. But his students thought 
much more of him than that." 
Wirth and his wife, Marian, 
were founders of the St. Louis 
chapter of Parents and Friends of 
Lesbians and Gays (PFLAG), a 
support group for parents whose 
children are gay. He often wrote 
editorial comments to the St. Louis 
Post-Dispatch on that subject as 
well as other topics. He and his 
wife were co-authors of "Beyond 
Acceptance," a book that features 
in-depth interviews with St. Louis 
parents of lesbians and gays. 
Wirth was born Aug. 3,1919, in 
Columbus, Ohio, and earned 
bachelor's, master's and doctorate 
degrees from Ohio State University 
in 1940,1941 and 1949, respec- 
tively. He also was decorated in 
World War II. 
Among the survivors, in 
addition to his wife, are two 
daughters, Vicki Legion of San 
Francisco and Patricia Wirth of 
west St. Louis County; a son, Scott 
Wirth of San Francisco; a sister, 
Ellen Brasunas of Clayton; and two 
grandchildren. 
Memorial contributions may 
be made to PFLAG, 99 West 
Sherwood Dr., St. Louis, MO 63114; 
or to Eliot Unitarian Chapel, 
216 East Argonne Ave., St. Louis, 
MO 63122. 
Marion Chabay, former student counselor 
Marion Chabay, who retired 
f I rom the University as a 
counselor in the Office of Student 
Counseling Services in 1976, died 
Sunday, July 4,1999, in Aspen, 
Colo. She was 86. 
Chabay, who began working at 
the University in 1964, was the 
wife of the late Leslie Chabay, 
who was a professor in the 
Department of Music in Arts 
and Sciences from 1955 until his 
retirement in 1976. He died in 
1989. 
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Washington People 
As the first and only 
obstetrician and 
gynecologist in a small 
Kentucky town, 
Rebecca McAlister 
learned about isolation. There was 
no medical library, no grand 
rounds and only one other doctor 
to relieve her. She made every 
effort to learn about new 
advances, but she had no idea 
whether to apply them to her 
practice. 
Working in Cynthiana, Ky, in 
the mid-1980s gave Rebecca R 
McAlister, M.D., assistant 
professor of obstetrics and 
gynecology, a mission. As director 
of the ob/gyn residency program 
at the School of Medicine, she 
wants to turn newly minted 
physicians into lifelong learners 
who can access and use informa- 
Rebecca McAlister, M.D., talks with fourth-year student Daalon 
Echols about bacterial vaginosis and how it relates to pre-term 
labor. 
Stressing the importance of lifelong learning 
Rebecca McAlister, 
M.D., works to help 
residents, students 
deal with explosion 
of medical data 
BY LINDA SAGE 
tion wisely no matter where they 
find employment. 
"Although residents feel it's 
important to recite lists of facts, 
new information is coming out at 
ever faster speeds," said McAlister, 
who also is associate dean for 
graduate medical education. "So 
it's more important for physicians 
to decide what is useful and 
actually true and when and how 
to utilize that information in their 
practice." 
Residents and medical students 
keep McAlister in academe. "It is 
very challenging to introduce adult 
learning principles," she said. "We 
are still very much entrenched in 
the concept of stuffing as much 
information into students as 
possible. We need to allow more 
independent learning." 
McAlister developed her love 
of teaching by tutoring other high 
school students in Ashland, Ky. 
But, inspired by a family friend, 
she decided to become a physician 
instead of a history teacher. After 
studying zoology at the University 
of Kentucky in Lexington, she 
entered the University of Ken- 
tucky College of Medicine. By her 
third year, she had decided to 
become a general surgeon. 
"Ob/gyn was my last rotation 
because it seemed the least likely 
thing I would go into," she 
recalled. "But it turned out to 
offer a better mesh of the things I 
wanted to do." She completed 
her ob/gyn residency at Loyola 
University in Maywood, 111. 
She moved to St. Louis in 
1987 because her husband, 
W Howard McAlister, O.D., 
joined the faculty of the 
University of Missouri-St. Louis 
where he now is an associate 
professor of optometry. 
Finding a job at the 
medical school fulfilled 
her need to be a teacher 
and to have resources 
close at hand. "Without 
having to reach for it, you 
can talk with other 
people who are experts 
in any area of obstetrics 
and gynecology," she 
explained. "However, it 
takes a lot more time to 
be an academician than 
to be in private practice. 
It's very difficult to make 
teaching, administration and 
patient care fit into a reasonable 
schedule." 
As Chief of the Division of 
Gynecology, she focuses on 
didactic issues and practical 
details such as scheduling and the 
financial solvency of the division. 
As director of the BJC Gynecol- 
ogy Clinic, she scrubs with 
residents and tries to prepare 
them for private practice. "A 
patient may come in for a Pap 
smear, but the physician needs to 
deal with other well-woman 
issues such as nutrition, smoking 
cessation, weight control, 
cholesterol levels and seat belts," 
she said, "because many women 
between ages 15 and 65 look to 
their gynecologists for primary 
care." 
McAlister tries to get residents 
"Although residents feel it's important 
to recite lists of facts, new information 
is coming out at ever faster speeds. So 
it's more important for physicians to 
decide what is useful and actually true 
and when and how to utilize that 
information in their practice." 
to understand the importance of 
prevention. "Americans utilize 
health care poorly because they 
often go to a physician only when 
they are sick," she said. "They 
turn to nonmedical sources for 
prevention. For whatever reason, 
medicine has not been able to fill 
that need, so there are plenty of 
entrepreneurs who take advan- 
tage of vulnerable people." 
The ob/gyn residents have 
given McAlister three Excellence 
in Teaching awards in recent 
years. "She brings a lot of 
Rebecca P. McAlister, M.D. 
Education University of Kentucky, 
Lexington, B.Sc; University of 
Kentucky College of Medicine, 
M.D. 
Positions Assistant professor of 
obstetrics and gynecology; 
associate dean for graduate 
medical education; chief, Division 
of Gynecology; program director, 
ob/gyn residency 
Family Husband, Howard; sons, 
John, 15, and William, 13; 
daughter, Rachel, 12 
Hobbies Gardening, early 
American history 
McAlister's family - husband, Howard; sons, William (left) and John; and daughter, Rachel. 
enthusiam to her job and is very 
hands-on and accessible," said 
third-year resident Stephanie H. 
Gordon, M.D. "She is interested 
in revolutionizing the old style, 
do-as-I-say teaching. She wants 
to make this a much more 
supportive and nurturing 
experience for residents and 
students." 
McAlister also wants to bring 
change at the national level. Last 
February, she graduated from the 
first class of APGO (Association 
of Professors of Gynecology and 
Obstetrics) academic scholars, 
learning methodologies for 
research on medical education. 
Through this and other groups, 
she has linked up with educa- 
tional researchers who have 
worked in other fields of 
medicine. She is tapping their 
expertise as she tries to maximize 
the success of adult learners in 
ob/gyn. She also is the Midwest 
regional member for a policy- 
making body called the Council 
on Residency Education in 
Obstetrics. 
In her limited private practice, 
McAlister focuses on 
urogynecology - the most 
common surgical procedure she 
performs is for incontinence. She 
also is interested in the gynecol- 
ogy of menopausal women. "This 
is not a tame crowd," she 
said. "These women are 
very involved with their 
health care, so you have 
to be very well-informed 
and empathetic." 
She doesn't believe 
her gender and age give 
her an advantage in 
treating middle-aged 
women. "The idea that 
your ob/gyn has to be a 
woman your age is really 
hurting our specialty, 
because qualified male 
candidates are getting the 
impression that people don't 
want to hire them," she said. "You 
don't need to be able to play the 
piano to tell whether it's in tune. 
Women simply need physicians 
who listen, treat them as adults 
and are concerned with their 
concerns." 
To practice empathy, physi- 
cians need to maintain balanced 
lives, McAlister believes, rejecting 
the idea that more time spent at 
work makes you better at your 
job. Her private life revolves 
around her husband and three 
children, born during her four 
years in private practice. The 
family takes frequent field trips, 
especially to historical sites. Later 
this summer, they will go to 
Ireland to research their geneal- 
ogy. McAlister also is an avid 
gardener. 
"A well-rounded physician has 
to be a well-rounded person," she 
stressed. "I'm very concerned that 
our residents develop the 
empathy to accept people for 
what they are so they can help 
educate them about how to take 
care of themselves. Sometimes 
this aspect of medical education 
gets lost in the shuffle." 
To make sure such important 
concepts don't get lost, McAlister 
will stay involved with policy 
making. She also is planning 
outcome studies of resident 
education. "I want to do every- 
thing I can," she said, "to ensure 
that residents become good 
physicians." 
